
GERKE ELEMENTARY 
 

OCTOBER 2018  

Emergency Medical forms 

If you have not returned your child’s emergency medical form, you need to 

do so promptly.  We are still having issues with Registration Gateway, the 

online system.  Field trips are coming up and we cannot permit students to go 

without having an emergency medical form completed. Thank you for you 

attention to this important matter.  
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LUNCH AND RECESS 
 
 
Parents are permitted to come have lunch with your 
child any day.  If you would like to do this please call 
school in the morning to let us know so that we can 
prepare appropriately.  You may come in to eat with 
your child, but not go to recess with him/her. This is 
for the SAFETY of all of our students.  Thank you. 

    Fast Food at school 
 
 
The Franklin City Schools Wellness Pol-
icy does NOT allow fast food to be 
brought into our schools for lunch.  
Thank you for understanding. 

Lunch Charges 

Just a reminder that school lunches are not 
free without qualifying through a com-
pleted lunch application.  Some of our stu-
dents are accumulating charges daily.  
Lunch applications are available in the 
office. 

Hurricane Help 
We are collecting donations for victims of the 
recent Hurricane Florence.  Items pictured are 
acceptable to send.  Please help if you have 
any of these items.  We are working with the 
Franklin Police Department and City to col-
lect and distribute these items.  All of our 
schools are helping. 



                 ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE PROCEDURES: 

ARRIVAL: 
 
Parents will enter from the south en-
trance (primary side).  The fire lane 
will be used in the morning as a drop-
off area.  Before coming to a stop, all 
parents should pull up as far as they 
can in single file in the fire lane.  This 
will allow more students to exit the 
vehicles at the same time.  We also 
ask all parents to avoid making two 
separate stops in the fire lane.  While 
this may make it convenient for those 
who want to drop off students in front 
of the main entrance, it causes traffic 
problems and delays for others who 
are in line waiting their turn.  Students 
are not to be sent through the line of 
traffic from the parking lot during 
morning arrival unless  parents have 
school business to conduct inside the 
building.  Sending children across the 
parking lot through the line of traffic 
can be quite dangerous.  Parents and 
children who need to enter school  

 from the parking lot are to cross 
in the designated area. 
 
DEPARTURE: 
 
Students being picked up will be 
dismissed at 3:15 and walkers at 
3:20. 
All parents who pick up their chil-
dren at the end of the day are to 
park in the lot in the front of the 
building. Vehicles in both rows of 
the parking lot are to face the road 
when parents are picking up stu-
dents at the end  of  the day. Par-
ents are not to park in the staff 
parking lot to ensure the safety of 
our students who walk. If the lot 
is full, please wait on Sherman 
Drive until a parking space is 
available. We will pull the cones 
@ 3:20 so that the second round 
of cars can get in the parking lot if 
you didn’t get in the first time.  

While unloading children in the fire 
lane is permitted in the morning, cars 
are not to park in the fire lane in 
front of the building during school 
hours and at dismissal.  Small chil-
dren are difficult to see if they are 
forced to walk between cars. The 
safety of our children is our pri-
mary concern. 
 
 
 
 

Remember to wear red 
and black on Fridays! 

 
INFORMATION FROM THE NURSE 

Dear Parent or Guardian,                                                              
                 Only 1 in 7 children starting school has had an eye exam by an eye doctor.  Three out of 100 children 
have a lazy eye and half of those go undetected, resulting in permanent, preventable vision loss.  Two thirds of 
learning is by hearing and children spend 45% of the school day in listening activities. These are a few reasons we 
screen our students’ vision and hearing.  The state mandates testing of vision and hearing to be conducted for cer-
tain grades levels.  After these screenings are conducted a letter will be sent home if your child requires a hearing 
or vision follow up.  Please schedule an appointment with a specialist as soon as possible and turn the results into 
your school nurse.  If assistance is needed with payment of exams, glasses or hearing devices, please contact your 
school nurse.  Your school nurses have many resources available to you. Thank you! 
 
 



          September Students of the Month: 

  
Mrs. Franklin: Mateo Del Prete Castaneda 
Mrs. Richardson: Noah Brech    
Mr. Grombacher: Landen Jung 
Mrs. Hipsher: Chloe Smiddy 
Mrs. Kinder: Wil Truesdell 
Mrs. Warner: Landen Volz    
Mrs. Campbell: Mya Hurst 
Mrs. Gilmour: Savanna Hecht 
Mrs. Rose: Gracie Clifford 
Mr. Slone: Havick Perkins 
Mr. Enneking: Alyssa Duvall 
Miss Garrett: Dylan Wolford    
 
 
 

 
Gym Class of the Month:   
Mr. Slone  
 
Library Class of the Month:  
Mrs. Rose  
 
Music Class of the Month:   
Mr. Slone  
 
Art Class of the Month:  
Mr. Slone     

Party Invitations 
 
Do not send party invitations to school unless you have 
an invitation for every child in the class.  This way no 
one has any hard feelings.  It is hard  to explain to a 
child why he/she did not get an invitation to a party 
when others did.   

General Mills Box Tops for Education 
We are collecting Box tops for Education from General 
Mills’ Products.  Each box top is worth $.10 for our 
school.  Please cut them out and send them to school. 
One year we collected over $2000 for our school just for 
saving box tops.  Please help our school! 

Way to go! 

Outstanding Attendance 
 
 Outstanding attendance is defined as 1 excused 
day or 2 late arrivals/early dismissals excused 
per quarter.  It is on page 4 of the student hand-
book/agenda. 

Upcoming Events 
October: 
 
8-PTO Meeting 4:30  
11– 1st quarter ends 
12– In-service Day No School 
15– In-service Day No School 
19– Report Cards 
24--Picture Re-takes & Parent-teacher conferences 
25– Literacy Event– 8:00-9:00 A.M. 
 
 



Franklin City Schools – School Notification is:  
Blackboard Connect  The link is on the home page of the Franklin City Schools website.  
https://franklincityschools.bbcportal.com/Entry 
 
 
A reminder to parents if they wish to ADD additional phone numbers and/or email notifi-
cations to the school notification system (Blackboard Connect), they will need to set up an 
account.  They will need their student ID# and the telephone number that is listed on the 
student profile screen.    
 
New parent accounts – keep in mind, anyone added (i.e. grandparents, a neighbor, etc.) 
they will receive the school notification calls as well, so they may not want that 5:30 am 
call.   
 

If you have an account and there have been changes in those phone numbers and/or email, 
you  should login to make updates to your account. If you have any questions about how to 
change your phone number, please call Mrs. Johnson in the office at 937-743-8650.  She’ll 
be happy to help you!  Please make sure that we have your correct information at school.  
Phone numbers, contact information, address, etc.  Whenever we send a Blackboard Con-
nect message home we only reach @ 70 % of our school contacts.  Please keep the office 
updated with your new numbers.  Last week there was an incident across the street from 
the Jr. High and the school had to communicate with their parents throughout the day.  We 
want to make sure that you are able to receive our calls if necessary.  Thank you for your 
attention to this! 

Blackboard Connect Information 

Bikes to school 
 

Some of our students have asked about 
riding their bikes to school.  We will per-
mit it if your child locks his/her bike up 
to the fence.  Students who ride need to 
leave school with the walkers so that 
most of our cars are gone by the time 
that they leave.  This will make it safer 
for the bike riders. 

https://franklincityschools.bbcportal.com/Entry

